We study the effects of strong magnetic fields on the neutron star structure. If the interior field of a star is on the same order of the surface field currently observed, the influences of the magnetic field on the star mass and radius are negligible. If one assumes that the internal magnetic field can be as large as that estimated from the scalar virial theorem, considerable effects can be induced. The maximum mass of stars is arisen substantially while the central density is largely suppressed. For two equal-mass stars the radius of the magnetic star can be larger by about 10% ∼ 20% than the nonmagnetic star.
I. INTRODUCTION
It is well known that the structure of neutron stars is mainly determined by the nuclear equation of state (EOS) built on the strong interactions. Recent observations have indicated that large magnetic fields are presented at the surface of neutron stars (Michel 1991 Theoretical investigation of ideal noninteracting neutron-proton-electron (n-p-e) gas and interacting pure neutron matter under large magnetic fields has been carried out field was exhibited. However, our previous calculations (Mao et al. 2002) showed that with the AMM of nucleons and electrons taken into account the proton fraction was found to never exceed the field free case. Extremely strong fields would lead to a pure neutron matter rather than a proton-rich matter. In this work we will study the effects of large magnetic fields on the neutron star structure. We will examine the EOS of a dense n-p-e system with the AMM of both nucleons and electrons taken into account.
One may argue that the electron self-energy may not change substantially in magnetic fields when high-order terms are taken into account. However, a systematic incorporation of high-order contributions beyond the AMM term is not yet clear, which will be the topic of our forthcoming works. Here the effects of magnetic fields on different particles within the considered system are treated on an equal footing. The developed EOS will be subsequently applied to investigate the structure of neutron stars with strong internal fields. The paper is organized as follows: a relativistic mean-field theory approach for dense neutron star matter is described in Section 2. In Section 3 we present the numerical results. A brief summary and outlook will be finally given in Section 4.
II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
We consider a neutron-star matter consisting of neutrons, protons and electrons interacting through the exchange of σ, ω and ρ mesons in the presence of a uniform magnetic field B along the z axis. The Lagrangian density can be written as (Serot & Walecka 1986 )
and U(σ) is the self-interaction part of the scalar field (Boguta & Bodmer 1977 )
In the above expressions ψ and ψ e are the Dirac spinors of the nucleon and electron;
σ, ω µ , R µ represent the scalar meson, vector meson and vector-isovector meson field, respectively. A µ ≡ (0, 0, Bx, 0) refers to a constant external magnetic field. Here the field tensors for the omega, rho and magnetic field are given in terms of their potentials by
and
. τ is the isospin operator of the nucleon and τ 0 is its third component. Let us first consider nucleons. The Dirac equation for the nucleons in a uniform magnetic field can be written as
The 
The positive-energy and negative-energy spectra of the neutrons are
Here ∆ = − energy of the anti-particle is just the negative of the negative energy of the particle, i.e., 
They are related to the respective Fermi momenta via following equations:
In the above equations, the effective nucleon mass m * = M N − g σ σ. σ, ω 0 and R 0,0 are the mean values of the scalar field, the time-like component of the vector field and the timelike isospin 3-component of the vector-isovector field in neutron-star matter, respectively.
They are obtained by solving the non-linear equations of the meson fields
Here ρ S , ρ and ρ 0,0 are the scalar density, the time-like component of the vector density and the time-like isospin 3-component of the vector-isovector density contributed from the valence nucleons, that is, from the Fermi sea. In principle, there exist additional contributions stemming from the Dirac sea. Here they are neglected according to the nosea approximation since the renormalization of the system under the external magnetic field is a problem to be solved. Thus, the contributed densities are
The summation of ν runs up to the largest integer for which k 
In the β-equilibrium system, the electron is assumed to move freely in the strong magnetic fields. The wave functions of electrons are the same as that of protons in the free space except that the corresponding quantities are replaced by the electron ones. The energy spectrum of the electrons can be expressed as
here ∆ = − 
The electron density is defined as
The contribution of the electrons to the energy density reads as
Finally, we obtain the energy density contributed from the neutron-star matter
The total energy density of the system is given by
where the last term is the contribution from the external electromagnetic field (Landau, Lifshitz & Pitaevskiȋ 1984) . In the charge neutral beta-equilibrated matter, the pressure of the system can be expressed as (Paper II)
The inclusion of the B 2 /8π term in Eqs. (29) and (30) 
III. NUMERICAL RESULTS
Since there is no information directly available for the interior magnetic field of a star, we assume that the field varies from the surface to the center and adopt the following parametrization (Bandyopadhyay, Chakrabarty & Pal 1997)
where the parameters are chosen to be β = 0.01 and γ = 3. We further set B surf = αB In Fig. 2 we separate the cases with and without the inclusion of the AMM effects.
Here we have dropped the contributions from the electromagnetic field to the pressure and energy density and presented the EOS for the matter part. A uniform magnetic field from the surface to the center of neutron stars is assumed. Dashed line denotes the case of B = 50B e c and neglecting the AMM effects. One can see that the EOS turns out to be softer than the field free case at small energy densities and approaches to it in the main domain. The inclusion of the AMM effects here practically leads to undistinguishable results since at such low field the anomalous magnetic moments do not play any role.
The whole situation changes substantially when a strong magnetic field is considered, as If the field is weak, as in the normal case, the heavier stars have smaller radii due to the effects of the gravitational force. However, the radius increases with the increase of the magnetic field strength to a large extent. When strong enough fields are presented, the heavier stars can even have larger radii since neutron stars with different internal magnetic fields may belong to different star sequences. Generally speaking, the radius of a magnetic star can be enhanced by about 10% ∼ 20% depending on the star mass compared to the nonmagnetic star of equal mass.
We have also investigated the neutron star structure under a nonvaried field strength from the surface to the center of neutron stars. For B = 50B e c the relationship between the star mass and the central density is undistinguishable from that of the field free case.
The enhancement of the star radii is found to be less than 2%. It seems to be difficult to observe any effects of the magnetic field by measuring the star mass and radius if the magnetitude of the interior field is on the same order of the surface field, though the influence of the surface field itself on the star properties should be pursued more closely in a model for matter below neutron drip (Baym, Pethick & Sutherland 1971; Lai & Shapiro 1991). Finally, in Fig. 5 we depict the mass-radius relations of different neutron-star sequences with the magnetic fields considered. In order to describe the surface region a model for non-uniform matter at low densities (Shen 2002) should be utilized, which will be taken into account in our future investigations.
IV. SUMMARY AND OUTLOOK
Within a relativistic field theory approach we have studied the effects of strong mag- 
The vacuum becomes unstable with respect to the electron-positron pair creations when B > 7.6 × 10 16 G, which may have dramatic astrophysical consequences. As pointed out in the appendix, the Landau levels start from ν = 1 for spin-up particles since the wave functions vanish at ν = 0. It causes the ground-state energy to the form of
The critical field for pair creations now turns out to be 2.6 × 10 20 G. However, Eq. (33) is valid at the level of the anomalous magnetic moment term (Jancovici 1969 ). Higher-order terms, e.g. radiative correction due to vacuum polarization effect (Schwinger 1951; 1973) , may become effective at such large field. The incorporation of these terms in the present model is a problem to be addressed in future studies.
APPENDIX A
In this appendix we derive the Dirac spinors and energy spectra of nucleons in the presence of a constant uniform magnetic field along the z axis. The Dirac equation for a free nucleon which has an anomalous magnetic moment µ N in an external magnetic field can be written as
If one drops the term concerning the AMM, the solutions for neutrons are just the conventional Dirac spinors (Greiner 1990; Weinberg 1995) . The Dirac theory for free electrons in a homogeneous magnetic field was first investigated by Rabi (1928) 
where σ is the Pauli matrix. Equation (A1) can be rewritten as
In the following we define ∆ = − 
Protons
Let us specify the wave functions of protons as
In the static system we obtain the eigenequation
Here we have defined ξ ± ≡ −i∂ x ∓ i(p y − eBx). Provided eB > 0, one can introduce the
where H ν (x) is the Hermite polynomial defined by
I ν,py (x) is normalized as
It satisfies the following relations:
The eigenvalues and eigenfunctions of Eq. (A6) can be deduced in a standard way by performing matrix calculations. The energy spectra of protons are
with
here S = ±1 for the spin-up and spin-down particles. The respective eigenfunctions are as follows:
One can easily check that ψ i (i = 1, 4) forms a complete orthogonal set. Note that the Landau levels start at ν = 0 for spin-down particles and ν = 1 for spin-up particles since ψ 1 and ψ 3 vanish at ν = 0. As pointed out in Sect. II, here the so-called spin up and spin down are just relative notes for convenience of description.
Neutrons
The wave functions of neutrons can be specified as
Inserting it into Eq. (A4) we have the following eigenequation:
Through solving the above matrix equation we obtain the energy spectra of neutrons as
The corresponding eigenfunctions read as 
